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• Register as required by the California Food and Agricultural 
Code and the County of Los Angeles.

• Exhibit proof of some knowledge of beekeeping.

• House one colony per 3,750 S.F. of total lot area; maximum of 
two colonies allowed per lot. 

• Public Notification (TBD range of 300’ to 500’ in radius) for 
residents & property owners for issuance of the permit and 
yearly subsequent renewals.
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Proposed Permit Requirements



Position of the Hive(s)

• Minimum (TBD range 10’-15’ distance) from lot lines and 15’ 
from public ROW.

• Entrance of hive to be faced away from or parallel to nearest lot 
line.

• 6’ tall wall or vegetative barrier between hives(s) and adjacent 
lots, or placement of the hive(s) minimum of 8’ above the grade 
of adjacent lot. This wall has to be consistent with Zoning 
regulations and directs bees to safe heights when leaving lot.
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Hive Management Requirements

• Proper maintenance.

• Equipment storage.

• Adequate water supply.

• Re-queen the colony.
• Subsequent to any swarming or aggressive behavior
• At least every other year

• TBD: Warning sign to be installed on property, clearly visible by the public (not 
required for dogs or chickens, FYI).

• TBD: Liability Insurance coverage needs to have a minimum dollar amount to be 
determined from the City’s Risk Manager, and proof of insurance needs to be 
provided to the City prior to the issuance of the permit/renewal of the permit every 
year. The insurance policy must cover any injury to members of the 
household/guests as well as any pedestrian or neighbor, and must indemnify the 
City.
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Inspection

• Prior to issuance of a permit, property would need to be 
inspected by a certified beekeeper (hired as consultant, 
subsidized by permit fee). 

• Colony to be inspected every year by a certified beekeeper prior 
to renewal of the permit.

• If there are any complaints from the residents, these may be 
grounds to revoke the permit and/or to not renew the permit.
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City Tasks

• Prepare new ordinance in coordination with Environmental 
Committee and citizens to amend City Code to establish the 
permit program. 

• Need to hire consultant for detailed requirements and for 
inspections

• Establish permit fee to cover staff time in full for processing the 
permits/inspections/public notification, etc. This fee is expected 
to be high..
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Council 
Questions/Direction


