
 
 

 

 

January 27, 2014 

 

Dear Councilmembers: 

 

Thank you for considering an ordinance that will regulate smoking in outdoor places.  In 2004 

and again in 2011, Beach Cities Health District (BCHD) passed resolutions (496, 517) 

encouraging the beach cities to institute smoke-free policies, which are evidence-based strategies 

to reduce the prevalence of youth and adult smoking, decrease cigarette consumption, accelerate 

declines in tobacco-related deaths, and diminish health-care costs from tobacco-related diseases.  

BCHD supports the City of Manhattan Beach’s ordinance to implement a comprehensive smoke-

free policy.   

 

While Manhattan Beach has been at the lead in creating a healthy community and building 

smoke-free environments, 11% of Manhattan Beach adults still smoke today.  Smoking is the 

leading cause of preventable death in our community.  An ordinance not only reduces exposure 

to secondhand smoke in non-smokers, but also supports current and former smokers to quit 

smoking.   

 

Today, it is estimated that more than 2,500 Manhattan Beach adults are smokers.   The costs of 

smoking are great – every year, these Manhattan Beach smokers incur more than $11 

million in costs (health care costs, lost productivity, premature death). 

 

Every year, more than half of adult smokers try to quit smoking.  An ordinance will help these 

smokers quit by reducing their own exposure to secondhand smoke and by increasing their time 

in smoke-free environments.   Research shows that communities that implement a smoking 

ordinance benefit from fewer tobacco-related hospital visits and deaths, including reductions in 

heart attacks and sudden cardiac deaths.   

 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

   

Lisa Santora, M.D., M.P.H. 

Chief Medical Officer 

 

 



 
 

 

 

References: 

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Smoking-Attributable Mortality, Years of Potential 

Life Lost, and Productivity Losses — United States, 2000–2004. Morbidity and Mortality 

Weekly Report. November 14, 2008; 57(45):1226–28. 

 

Guide to Community Preventive Services. Decreasing tobacco use among workers: smoke-free 

policies to reduce tobacco use (2005 archived review).  Access at 

www.thecommunityguide.org/tobacco/smokefreepolicies_archive.html.  

Hopkins DP, Briss PA, Ricard CJ. Reviews of evidence regarding interventions to reduce 

tobacco use and exposure to environmental tobacco smoke.  Am J Prev Med 2001; 20(2S):16–66. 

Hopkins DP, Razi S, Leeks KD, et al. Smoke-free policies to reduce Tobacco use: a systematic 

review. Am J Prev Med 2010; 38(2S):275-289. 

Hurt RD, Weston SA, Ebbert JO, et al. Myocardial Infarction and Sudden Cardiac Death in 

Olmsted County, Minnesota, Before and After Smoke-Free Workplace Laws.  Arch Intern 

Med. 2012;172(21):1635-1641.  

 

Tan CE, Glantz SA. Association between smoke-free legislation and hospitalizations for cardiac, 

cerebrovascular, and respiratory diseases: a meta-analysis. Circulation. 2012 Oct 30; 

126(18):2177-83. 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5745a3.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5745a3.htm
http://www.thecommunityguide.org/tobacco/smokefreepolicies_archive.html
http://thecommunityguide.org/tobacco/tobac-AJPM-evrev.pdf
http://thecommunityguide.org/tobacco/tobac-AJPM-evrev.pdf
http://thecommunityguide.org/tobacco/Worksite2010Smokefree_Hopkins.pdf
http://thecommunityguide.org/tobacco/Worksite2010Smokefree_Hopkins.pdf




SURFRIDER-SOUTHBAY.ORG • PO BOX 3825 • MANHATTAN BEACH, CA 90266

January 27, 2014

Manhattan Beach City Council
City of Manhattan Beach
1400 Highland Avenue
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
Attn: Sona Kalapura Coffee, Environmental Programs Manager
Via email: scoffee@citymb.info

RE: Endorsement of City of Manhattan Beach efforts to regulate outdoor 
smoking and strong encouragement of City Council to draft and adopt a 
comprehensive outdoor smoking ordinance.

Dear Honorable Mayor Howorth and Members of the Manhattan Beach City Council:

On behalf of the Surfrider Foundation, Surfrider’s South Bay Chapter, and over 
30,000 members and supporters in the state of California, I am writing to endorse 
City efforts to regulate outdoor smoking as a means to facilitate a cleaner and 
healthier outdoor environment for residents, businesses, and visitors in the City 
of Manhattan Beach. Surfrider Foundation (Surfrider) is a nonprofit grassroots 
organization dedicated to the protection and enjoyment of the world’s oceans, 
waves, and beaches through a powerful activist network. Founded in 1984 by a 
handful of visionary surfers in Malibu, California, Surfrider now maintains over 
250,000 supporters, activists, and members through a network of over 100 
chapters in 15 countries worldwide.

Surfrider endorses City of Manhattan Beach efforts to regulate outdoor smoking 
and strongly urges City Council to draft and adopt a comprehensive outdoor 
smoking ordinance. We feel adoption of such an ordinance addresses the most 
plentiful source of marine debris litter in our oceans today – the ubiquitous 
and toxic presence of cigarette litter on our beaches and oceans. Not only are 
cigarette butts a major cause of visual blight, which in turn threatens the economic 
tourism value of our beaches and parks, but they are also harmful to our natural 
environment because they are composed of toxic chemicals and plastics. In fact, 
cigarette filters contain a type of plastic (cellulose acetate), which slowly breaks 
down but unfortunately will never fully decompose.

Surfrider’s interest in the ban of cigarette butts stems from our mission to protect 
ocean ecosystems and ensure water quality for the benefit of public health and the 
marine environment. Surfrider currently directs an active campaign entitled “Hold 
On To Your Butt” and has focused on educating the public about the prevalence 



and negative impact of cigarette butt litter. As a conservation organization, 
Surfrider Foundation is actively engaged in educating the public on how to live an 
“environmentally-friendly” lifestyle, which includes taking measurable steps to 
reduce the amount of tobacco-related trash that reaches our oceans, and litters 
our beaches, parks, streets, and sidewalks.

Surfrider strongly encourages City Council to draft and adopt a comprehensive 
outdoor smoking ordinance, which includes all dining and shopping areas, 
entryways, public events, recreation areas, service areas, sidewalks, and worksites, 
not only for the health and wellbeing of residents and visitors, but also because 
cigarette litter from all these areas regularly ends up in our oceans and on our 
beaches, generating higher cleanup costs, endangering the health of both children 
and adults, and threatening wildlife with toxic cigarette butt litter that is often 
mistaken as a food source.

Upon adoption of a comprehensive outdoor smoking ordinance, Surfrider’s South 
Bay Chapter offers, at no charge to the City, to provide cigarette butt receptacles 
at transition points between smoke-free and designated smoking areas, should 
such accommodations be included in the adopted ordinance, similar to what we 
donated to our neighboring city, Hermosa Beach. Our rationale is that cigarette 
butts litter our beaches, and we hope these donated receptacles will help control 
that problem.

We hope that any ordinance will include a requirement of clear signage providing 
notice of the smoking prohibition, and Surfrider suggests that the ordinance should 
include language providing for cigarette butt receptacles in adjacent parking lots 
and transition areas. The act of increasing the availability of cigarette receptacles 
at public places is also a priority recommendation listed in the Ocean Protection 
Council’s Resolution on marine debris. In this manner, the city will encourage 
responsible stewardship of our beaches and parks, which will ultimately decrease 
the litter harmful to wildlife.

Cigarettes and cigarette filters are consistently the top littered item found in beach 
clean ups. According to California Coastal Cleanup Day data, the total count for 
cigarette litter was 6,272,556 accounting for 39.51% of litter items collected on 
Coastal Clean Up Day from 1989-2011.

Thank you for taking the crucial step of regulating this primary form of litter. 
We appreciate your willingness to consider the health of our oceans, waves and 
beaches in your legislative endeavors.

Sincerely,

Craig W. Cadwallader
Chair, Surfrider Foundation - South Bay Chapter
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